This symposium treated a wide range of topics related to the above mentioned activities, and brought together scientists, data and information specialists, policy makers, and data users from 16 countries with over 160 attendees presenting more than 120 papers in total.
The proceedings contain only a part of the papers presented at the symposium. Although all papers have been reviewed by a simplified referee process, the readers should note that these papers are for conference proceedings rather than normal research papers in Data Science Journal.
The guest editors of the proceedings wish to thank Data Science Journal and its editorial board, in particular, Prof. Shuichi Iwata, Prof. Takashi 
